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Avila Beach, California

Stretching from Big Sur south to Santa Barbara, California’s magnificent Central Coast is vast, scenic, and rich in recreational possibility. At its heart is Avila Beach, about 200 miles from either San Francisco or Los Angeles. Located in San Luis Obispo County, Avila Beach is a classic Pacific Ocean retreat. Guests of the new Avila Village Inn, an intimate Craftsman-style property, are within minutes of historic landmarks, white sand beaches, gorgeous wine country, and superb golf courses The Inn is located on San Luis Bay Drive, just off Highway 101 and about a mile from the beach. Tucked along a south facing cove, Avila Beach may not get the attention of some of California’s larger coastal cities, towns and attractions. Locals like it that way, and visitors will as well.

History 101

The first to call this land home were the culturally rich Chumash, Native Americans whose artists and craftspeople lived on the abundance of the land and the sea. By 1769 the Europeans arrived; Mission San Miguel Archangel was built in 1797. Following the independence of Mexico, the territory evolved into “rancheros,” from which many of California’s place names are derived. San Luis Obispo was claimed for the United States in 1846 and in 1850 became one of California’s original counties when the state was admitted to the union. The Avila Beach area was used by the Spaniards and Portuguese many centuries ago. It is rumored that Juan Cabrillo came into the natural harbor for fresh water and to rest after a rough passage around Point Conception. Richard Henry Dana also used the natural headlands to anchor up out of the wind, re-supply and trade with the Chumash people.

In 1873, John Harford built the Harford wharf. Ships carrying supplies, mail and passengers lay alongside the Harford Pier. In 1876 the Marre Hotel was built at Port San Luis where passengers would rest up while waiting for passage on the next ship.Smugglers used the Port for illegal nighttime movement of liquor. Authorities had a hard time catching the persons involved, as it was a community effort and outsiders were not exactly welcome. Large quantities of liquor came ashore in the area now known as Pirates Cove.

Today, Avila is a classic California beach town with the area’s warmest swimming beach that is perfect for kayaking and is ideal for scuba diving, too. Guests of the new Avila Village Inn are guaranteed to appreciate the area’s rich heritage, spectacular scenery and gentle climate that encourage year-round recreation.

Natural Pursuits

Avila Beach and San Luis Obispo County offer abundant opportunities for reconnecting with nature and for active outdoor activities like golfing, fishing, swimming, biking, kayaking, and hiking. From the dramatic shores of the northern coast to the smooth diamond-white sands of the southern beaches, there is something for everyone along the county’s hundred miles of Pacific coastline.

Besides the area's stunning scenery and climate, San Luis Obispo County provides refuge to a wide variety of birds, marine life, and animals. Elephant seals, sea otters, and gray whales are some of the examples of marine life, with the winter months being the best time of year to see them in abundance. Gray whales swim just offshore during their annual migration, elephant seals gather and mate along the northern coastline of Piedras Blancas, and San Luis Obispo County’s three State Parks protect the wintering grounds for migrating Monarch Butterflies.

Birdwatchers never have to look far to spot a feathered treasure. Just east of Avila Beach, bald eagles soar above Santa Margarita and Lopez lakes; with resident peregrine falcons and more than 250 species of migratory birds, San Luis Obispo County is one of the top 10 birding sites in the U.S. according to The Audubon Society. North of A vila Beach is Montana de Oro State Park. The rugged coastal park offers beaches, well-maintained hiking and biking trails, horseback riding and surfing. Montana de Oro State Park. The park's name, meaning "mountain of gold" comes from the fields of wild flowers that blanket the landscape each spring. The 8,000 acre park offers visitors a wealth of natural beauty, more than fifty miles of hiking, bicycling, and equestrian trails, camping, shore-fishing and scuba diving.

Avila Village Inn can arrange tours for nature-loving guests. Guided tours of Pismo Beach Butterfly Grove and Piedras Blancas Elephant Seal Rookery, whale and otter spotting, seaside picnic lunches, and more. The Inn also has bicycles available for guests to access the Pacific bike trail (Bob Jones Trail) that connects the Inn with the oceanfront in two short, level miles.

Hit the Links

With a superb climate, fresh air, fantastic off-the-fairway diversions and a stunning natural setting, California’s Central Coast attracts golf travelers of every index and inclination. The local terrain has encouraged the development of what might seem to be a disproportionately high number of courses in the area (much too local and visiting golfers’ delight). Avila Village Inn is adjacent to the heralded Avila Beach Resort Golf Course. The front nine unfurls into stately, oak-lined valleys, while the back nine traverses a tidal estuary. Golfers of all ability will enjoy the challenge of this scenic course. Golf travelers will appreciate the availability of tee times, even on weekends.

More than 10 additional courses in the immediate area are part of the San Luis Obispo County Golf Trail. The Golf Trail features a blend of playful resort courses for beginners and full-throttle links for pin-seekers chasing par. Avila Village Inn offers the Central Coast golf travelers a package that includes two night’s accommodations, two rounds of golf per person and more.

The Inn has offered special rates including a Golf Package for the neighboring Avila Beach Resort Golf Course, and has been known to lend out it’s golf carts for easy access from the font door of the Inn.

Tour the Vines

San Luis Obispo County has two distinct wine grape growing regions – Paso Robles and San Luis Obispo – featuring more than 200 vineyards and 80 tasting rooms. San Luis Obispo County vintners produce award-winning vintages featuring nearly every variety under the sun. From the traditional to the unique – organic vineyards, straw bale winery, feng shui wine making, and wine caves – visitors are served a memorable experience with their glass of wine. Just to the east of Avila Beach, San Luis Obispo wineries cluster in the Edna and Arroyo Grande valleys – each a designated American Viticulture Area. Most wineries are open for wine tasting and picnics. Gently curving backcountry roads leading to and through the area offer dramatic views of rugged hills lined with vines.

The Paso Robles wine region also produces wines of great distinction. The area is unique in that it is situated between the towering Los Padres National Forest on one side and the Pacific Ocean on the other which creates a specific micro-climate, providing ideal conditions for growing premium wine grapes. In particular, Paso Robles is known for its big, ripe Zinfandels, bold Cabernets and a bountiful crop of velvety-smooth Merlots. Tour operators with extensive local’s knowledge offer day tours through each region. 

Reservation can also be made to tour the much touted wine region of north Santa Barbara County, made famous in the movie, “Sideways.” The Pinot Noir’s of this region are becoming world renown. Individual or group wine tours can be easily arranged for any of these regions through the front desk at the Inn.

Cast a Line

Fishing in ocean waters along the Central Coast, one can catch a variety of finned morsels such as halibut, bonito, mackerel, barracuda, calico bass, ling cod, red snapper, salmon and white sea bass. Pier fisherman head for Cayucos Pier, Pismo Beach Pier, Port San Luis Harbor (Avila Beach) or enjoying ocean fishing off Morro Bay. Patriot Sport Fishing, a local purveyor, departs daily from Port San Luis. Of course, there’s always the back-up option… the great fresh fish markets and restaurants on Avila Beach’s Hartford Pier.

During the Winter months and through the early Spring is a great time to view migrating whales These magnificent mammals make their way south from Alaska to the calving and breeding grounds in the warm bays of Baja Mexico. Tours from the Avila Pier start in early January through to April.

Hearst Castle

For nearly three decades, William Randolph Hearst's ranch evolved into one of the most magnificent private estates in America, the setting for legendary parties during the Golden Age of Hollywood. Today, Hearst Castle® is a State Historical Monument and one of the most popular visitor destinations in California.

Designed by famed architect Julia Morgan and constructed with a “spare no expense” budget in the early 1900s, the castle consists of unique artifacts, Renaissance art, ornate swimming pools, fanciful gardens and more than 165 rooms on 127 acres of land comfortably nestled on top of the mountain. Hearst Castle is located in San Simeon, north of Avila Beach on Highway 1. Tours are offered daily with special evening tours during the fall and spring. Reservations are highly recommended, and can be impossible to get over certain weekends and holidays. The Avila Village Inn offers special Heart Castle tour and room packages as well.

Soak It Up

Natural mineral springs are located in numerous spots close to Avila Beach. The waters are alluring for both medicinal purposes and for sheer enjoyment. Visitors can soothe their aches and pains, or simply melt their cares away with a hot mineral water spa experience in Avila Valley and Paso Robles.

Rooms and suites at the Avila Village Inn features private spa tubs and massage therapists are available for treatments at the Inn’s state-of-the-art fitness center. 

Unique Diversions

Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area is located just off Highway 1 at Grover Beach (near Pismo Beach). All-terrain vehicles can be rented for four-wheel driving on the seemingly endless dunes – it’s a rare opportunity to drive directly on the Pacific Ocean coastline. Tour operators also offer guided adventures aboard exotic vehicles such as customized Hummers. Luffa sponges grow at Nipomo’s The Luffa Farm. The farm features a small gift store with tender, locally-grown luffas that are nothing like their scratchy cousins found in most marketplaces. Group tours and catered lunches are also available.

Families marvel at how the new Avila Beach Community Park entertains their kids. The park’s centerpiece is a giant pirate ship – a wooden climbing structure that features a gangplank, ropes and a canvas sail. In addition to the play ship, the park has a wooden castle climbing structure, and rocking horses, and offers basketball courts for “kids” of all ages.

The San Luis Obispo Mozart Festival tunes up each summer in late July and early August against the backdrop of sea, vineyards, and the coastal range. Orchestral, choral and chamber music, international guest artists, innovative ensembles and rising musical stars headline the festival, held in San Luis Obispo County venues including vineyards, missions, and concert halls. Popular music concerts are also held at the Avila Beach Golf Resort.

Avila Beach’s back roads lead to See Canyon and the Avila Valley Barn, where visitors can sample fresh orchard apples, cherries, ollallie berries, and summer produce, along with fresh pies, cobblers, breads, muffins and freshpressed cider. And San Luis Obispo’s Thursday night Farmers’ Market is one of California’s best open-air affairs.

For those wanting a bit more “exposure,” there is a very secluded, and little known, clothing optional beach called Pirates Cove within 5 minutes of the Inn. The local naturists consider this a hidden treasure and oasis. They run bare-skinned with their pets, soak up the warm sand and feel the sun's energy penetrating every inch of creation for the ultimate, free and perfect tan. 
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